
by Amy Frankmann

As we entered Phase Two of the Governor’s Residence project, the work and amount of materials still needed was 
staggering. In fact, so staggering that I wondered if we’d be able to do it. But once again, when I put out a call for help 
this great industry that I work for came through. Not only did we again have the support of all seven of our regional 
chapters, the MNLA staff, and Michigan State University with labor and/or material donations, but also our partner 
organizations the Michigan Christmas Tree Association, the Michigan Irrigation Association, and our newest partner, 
the Michigan Chapter of the Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute (ICPI). 

TRANSFORMATION
 OF THE GOVERNOR’S RESDIENCE CONTINUES
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Phase Two Project Highlights
The Michigan Chapter of the 

ICPI was contacted to help with the 
acquisition and installation of concrete 
pavers and retaining walls. The project 
consisted of two separate areas, an 1800 
sq. ft. patio and herb/rose garden with 
100 sq. ft of retaining wall, and a pergola 
area with 500 sq. ft of pavers and 200 sq. 
ft of retaining wall for a reflecting pool.

ICPI members Fendt Builders 
Supply, Unilock of Michigan, and 
Oaks Concrete Products supplied the 
hardscape materials. Martin Block 
Corporation supplied Sand for the 
bedding layer, and the aggregate for the 
base was supplied by David Dadobinac 
of the Edward C. Levy Company. 
Construction was completed by 
Soulliere Decorative Stone in just two 
days. The project was coordinated and 
supervised by Scott Palmer, president of 

the Michigan Chapter of the ICPI.
The mission of the Great Lakes 

Chapter of the ICPI is to promote 
the standardization of specifications 
and installation of concrete pavers to 
its members through awareness and 
education. The ICPI works closely with 
the specifiers and designers of paving 
stone projects to ensure proper materials 
and installation procedures are used. The 
ICPI also holds certification classes for 
contractors and will have a course on 
proper base applications and materials in 
the near future.

The Michigan Christmas Tree 
Association was contacted to help with 
the acquisition of a variety of conifers. 
Over seven different species were donated 
by Korson’s, Mathisen’s, and Western’s 
Tree Farms and installed by Michigan 
State University’s Department of 
Horticulture students (Jack Fitzsimmons, 

Andrew Ferrara, Liz Dafoe, Nick Angell, 
Justin Reed, Jeff Huyser).

The Michigan Irrigation Association 
(MIA) was contacted to help with the 
acquisition and installation of the site’s 
irrigation system. MIA President Mark 
Attard led the effort with eight of his 
members who donated all materials and 
completed the installation in less than 
two days!

I’ve spoken directly with the Governor 
and her staff and she is extremely pleased 
with the transformation. Some of 
the biggest changes took place while 
they were away at the Democratic 
Convention. It was exciting to witness 
the reactions of Governor Granholm and 
First Gentlemen Dan Mulhern as they 
returned to find a whole new landscape. 
It seems that one of the Governor’s 
favorite areas is the Herb and Rose 
Garden, a beautiful paved area with 
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retaining walls and roses hand chosen 
and delivered by Nancy Lindley of Great 
Lakes Roses and herbs from Karen 
Bovio of Specialty Growers. The herbs 
will be used in preparing meals for the 

First Family for years to come. 
These are all of the dedicated firms 

and individuals that donated plant 
material, supplies, equipment and/or 
labor to complete Phase Two of this 

project. I personally give each of them 
my heartfelt gratitude and thanks for 
understanding the importance of this 
project and how it will raise recognition 
of the green industry for years to come.

Association of Grand Rapids Landscape 
Professionals

Twin Lakes Nursery, Inc. – John Versluys
Hortech, Inc. – Dave MacKenzie

Capitol Area Landscape Nurserymen’s 
Association

Martin Block Corporation – Terry Gordon
Plum Line Landscape & Design – Peter Motz
Hammond Farms Landscape Supply 

– Cliff Walkington
Michigan State See Solutions – Melissa Mohr

Genesee Area Landscape and Nursery 
Association

Creative Scapes LLC – Johanne Tindall,  
Charles Tindall
H2O Landscaping – Dave Bruce, Jr.
Wojo’s Greenhouse – Brad Mehele
Green Side Up Landscape Services, Inc.  

Darrin Cassiday
Stonebridge Landscape Service, Inc. 
Michael Smith, Mariano Martinez
Trim Pines Farm, Inc. – Mike Yancho, Joshua 
Yancho

Kalamazoo Valley Landscape and 
Nursery Association

Summerfield Nursery, LLC – Joe Mann
Twixwood Nursery – Tom Kimmel
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DeYoung Landscape Service – Jerry DeYoung
DeVisser Landscape Service – Dave DeVisser

Michigan Chapter of the ICPI  
(Interlocking Concrete Pavement 
Institute)

Fendt Builders Supply  Inc. – Scott Palmer
Unilock Michigan, Ltd. – Tom Niebauer
Oaks Concrete Products – Rick Stinchcombe
Soulliere Decorative Stone, Inc. – Roger 
Soulliere, Richard Hershman, Ian Krul, Jose 
Garcia, Juan Gutierrez, Israel Salinas-Medina, 
Oscar Morales, Osvaldo Ortega, Ricardo 
Ramirez, Abel Avendano, Gilberto Avendano, 
Armando Gonzalez, Jose Angulo, Mike 
Mancini, Don Randall

Michigan Christmas Tree Association
Korson’s Tree Farm – Rex Korson, Gonzalo 
Jaimes 
Mathisen Tree Farms LLC – Andy Cole
Western’s Tree Farm – Arthur Western

Michigan Irrigation Association
Ditch Witch Sales of Howell – Steven Bartlett, 
Damon Sholtey
EDS Irrigation – Wayne Scheffler, Justin 
Strachan
Smith Irrigation – Jonathon Teuscher, Justin Kelts
Schepers Lawn Sprinkling – Brad Myers
Evergreen Lawn Sprinkling – Nickolas Assink, 
Michael Highstreet, Bill Lutke
Spartan Distributors – Mark Attard
Spartan Irrigation – Rick Lafayette, Ramiro 
Cervantes, Jr.
Toro Company

Michigan Nursery and Landscape 
Association Staff

Tim Malatinsky
LaVone Swanson
Debra Holds
Rebecca Barney
LeAnn Dethlefsen

MNLA/MSU Nursery and Landscape 
Integrator

Diane Brown-Rytlewski

Michigan State University
Dr. Robert Schutzki
Jack Fitzsimmons
Andrew Ferrara
Liz Dafoe
Nick Angell
Justin Reed
Jeff Huyser
Dr. Ron Perry
Rudy Gaytan
Dennis Consavage
Roger Thelen

Saginaw Valley Association of 
Nurserymen

Bay Landscaping, Inc. - Wayne Vos, Jeffrey 
Zielinski, Jessica Metzger

Southeast Michigan Nursery and 
Landscape Association

Global Garden, Inc. – Marie Muehlhenbein
Midwest Groundcovers – Judy Wehrmeister
Northfield Farms, Inc. – Laurel Christensen, 
Mary Holley
Great Lakes Roses – Nancy Lindley
Heritage Lawn Care, Inc. – Brian Swiney, Dan 
Curnayn, Brandon Warner
Milarch Nursery Inc. – Bernardo Olivarez 
Nunez, Isidro Olivares
Ray Wiegand’s Nursery – Marv Wiegand
Tom’s Landscape Nursery – Scott  Sexton, 
Richard Angell, ASLA, MCN
Snow’s Nursery – John, John Jr., and Dave Snow
Specialty Growers – Karen Bovio
Weingartz Landscape Division – Mike Belliel

West Michigan Nursery and Landscape 
Association

Evergreen Acres – Gary and Natalie 
Katerberg
Zelenka Nursery LLC – Matt Nease

And our friends and supporters at:
K&H Concrete Cutting of Lansing – Dave 
Tebben, Luke Bossenbroek
Sparta Farm & Lawn Equipment – Mark 
Neymeiyer

We Cover A Lot of GroundWe Cover A Lot of Ground

Featuring turf varieties selected 
for superior disease resistance 
and top performance in the 
Upper Midwest.

Choose from our huge selection of 
premium EarthCarpet lawn seed mixtures.

There’s one designed to meet almost 
any site specifi c requirement.

Also Offered:
• Custom Seed Mixing
• Wildfl ower Mixtures
• Environmental/Native Grass
• Hydromulch & Erosion Control Products
• Fertilizer

Contact Seed Solutions at 800-647-8873
Fax 517-627-7838   •   www.seedsolutions.com
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